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Siaoosi Fifita of St. James’ U13 A team out jumps Ballyboden fullback in the
Colm Cooper final in Dr. Crokes GAA grounds this summer.
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25 YEARS GONE25 YEARS GONE
PA GREALISH RIPPA GREALISH RIP

Pa Grealish was 25 years deceased this year and on Saturday 13th May, the Grealish
family along with the club had a mass in Cumann Theach Pa Grealish @3pm. Fr.
Martin Glynn said the mass and the mass was well attended with over 80 people in
attendance.   Some members of Grealish family and club said a few words about Pa
and the legacy he left in Mervue and the wider community of St. James' GAA. There
was a documentary made and can be assessed online on the clubs official Youtube
channel.  Everyone enjoyed a lovely meal after the mass and enjoyed the sun shine
as it beamed over Cumann Theach Pa Grealish. 

Pictured at the clubhouse in Mervue are L-R Gerry Traynor, Joe McCarthy, Jim Cotter, Martin Crowley, Con O'Donovan,
Phil Grealish, Martin Connelly, Michael Sherlock, Eabheainn Connelly,  Tiernan Connelly, Una Sherlock Willis, Caoimhe

Connelly, Fiona Connelly, Martin Concannon, Gerard Grealish, Pat Crowley, Seamus O'Grady, Mairead O'Grady, Alfie
Howley RIP and Dave Henry. 
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THE MONTH OF JUNETHE MONTH OF JUNE

U12 HEAD COACH ALAN O’DONNELL GIVING A TEAM TALK TO THE SQUAD
IN THE DOME BEFORE THROW-IN 
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Jamie de Paor
lifted his aunties

cup “Aisling de
Paor” aloft.

Gaelscoil Dara
claimed the
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It was great to
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and even all the
other pupils who
supported the
event, parents
and teachers.
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Bhí lá peile den scoth i mbun cuimhne ar iar mhúinteoir Aisling de Paor i nGaelscoil
Dara i mí Meitheamh. Bhí Gaelscoileanna ar fud na cathrach agus condae páirteach
sa comórtas éisceachtúil seo atá á reáchtáil ó 2007. Is comórtas é ar son Aisling de
Paor a mhúin i nGaelscoil Dara leis na mblianta agus a d'imigh ar slí na fírinne i
2005. Bhí Aisling sáite sa peil. Go deimhin i mbliana bhí gar gaolta Aisling ag imirt
sa comórtas le Gaelscoil Dara, Gaelscoil de HÍde agus Scoil Mhic Dara An Cheathrú
Rua. Lá iontach peile a bhí ann ón tús áit ar fuair Gaelscoil Dara (le os cionn 17
scoláirí as Naomh Séamus ar an bpainéal) an ceann is fearr ar Gaelscoil Iarfhlatha
sa cluiche ceannais. Ba é imreoir Naomh Séamus Jamie de Paor nia le Aisling a bhí
mar captaen bródúil ar an lá. Sé athair Aisling Sean a bhronn an chorn áit a raibh
neart ceiliúradh agus comhrá tar éis an cluiche ceannais. Le cúnamh Dé beidh
tuilleadh de imreoirí óga Naomh Séamus ag imirt sa comórtas speisialta seo i 2024!



Over the summer months, our club PRO Dave Henry, completed a historical timeline. The timeline is
based on all the old teams from Mervue and Renmore period. It is on the walls in the clubhouse in
Mervue. A brief history of each of the clubs is also on the walls and anyone can pop in for a look and
enjoy this wall display.

Con O’Donovan pointing to the
new timelime on the wall at the

clubhouse in Mervue
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1989 INTERMEDIATE WINNERS - MERVUE GAA - L-R MARTIN CROWLEY, DONNIE FARRAGHER,
MIKE O’NEILL RIP, PA GREALISH RIP & GARY O’CONNOR
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Discussing last nights U13 A match are stalwarts of the club
Con O’Donovan & Alfie Howley RIP at the clubhouse and

comparing the teams of old in Renmore and Mervue
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A Tournament Like None Other

by Cian O’Connell
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One thing is for certain: Darragh Frain smiled down from above on Saturday. His brother Tom remained the
coolest man in Mervue, a love for football and St James’ always evident. This was another day of sport and
celebration. From early morning preparations commenced. Every duty was carried out with good humour, Seán
O’Toole and David Henry got the fixtures moving. The officials, who generously gave up their time, let the games
flow and the action moved along at a decent clip. Darragh Frain’s contribution hasn’t been forgotten and as
emerging footballers from across the country demonstrated their skill, he’d have admired the fact that the past,
present, and future connected.

(Aidan Brady Commercial Director of Roscommon GAA – Club Rossie celebrating as his native
club Elphin GAA win the shield final in Mervue)
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(Members of the Elphin Ballinameen club with
their sliverware before they made the journey
back to Roscommon on the Club Rossie bus).
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Three generations of different families watched on, excited about the progress and potential.
Glorious days await. It was a tournament when there simply was something for everyone. The
Allianz Football League’s record scorer, David Tubridy, guided Doonbeg to some silverware. During
15 years with Clare, Tubridy scored 22-421 in the competition, he is now giving something back to
Doonbeg, helping a talented crop of players. That was just one small sub plot at the event. Corofin
brought trademark class and left with a trophy. Milltown were spirited and stylish, with former
Galway and Kildare footballer James Kavanagh lending his considerable expertise on the line.



(Corofin defeated St. James’ to prevent the hosts
from winning the title for 4 years in a row).
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Fr Griffins/Éire Óg’s encouraging underage revival is noteworthy too. Griffins versus Corofin in one
fixture would have delighted Mick Dolan and others, who kept the flame lit in the proud city club.
Times were tough for a while, but hope is returning. Another town team, St Michael’s, were admirably
defiant. Brilliant scores landed and decent victories registered. Maigh Cuilinn, the current standard
bearers in the Galway senior game, were typically courageous. Clubs travelled from elsewhere in
Ireland which remains part of this tournament. Some Enniscorthy players and mentors left Wexford at
6am, but their attitude and spirited approach impressed many.

 (David O’Reilly of FGEO on the move against Soni Fifita
of St. James’ GAA).
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Elphin/Ballinameen departed with silverware too. Aidan Brady, who has made a significant
contribution to the GAA in the west, danced a jig of delight following a win. Undoubtedly there was
football and fun. The coaches match on Thursday evening set the tone and relaunched a few
comebacks. James’ stalwarts, who have provided distinguished service, enjoyed monitoring the U11s.
Some had trained teams for the Darragh Frain tournament previously, others have managed for
decades. The current panel, under the guidance of Kevin Curran, Seán O’Dowd, Shane Igoe, Justin
Moorehouse, Emmet Lee, Alan Wall and John Quirke are busy preparing for the challenges ahead.
Valuable lessons were learned during a memorable few hours.

(Members of the St.
Michael’s GAA club

flying the Roscommon
flag high).
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Claire Ann Irwin visted club grounds  to wish the Jimmies U13 A
Team the best of luck  as they  travelled to the kingdom to compete

in the Rose of tralee Cup as part of the Rose of Tralee Weekend.
The Jimmies reached the semi-final but were narrowly defeated in

extra-time. 
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THE ST. JAMES’ SENIOR TEAM PAUSE FOR A MINUTES SILENCE
BEFORE THEIR SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIP MATCH AGAINST

LETTERMORE  (ALIFE HOWLEY RIP)
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This morning, we learn sad news of the passing of the great Alfie Howley. Alfie was a seriously committed man to the clubs cause over the
decades. He was instrumental in the formation of Renmore GAA and over the years managed many successful teams in Renmore and was
a significant figure in St. James' GAA. He was always present at juvenile committee meetings and games up until is passing. He was a very
keen supporter of the clubs U13 A team and from his hospital bed he was enquiring about the team. We are all in shock this morning at
the club. The clubhouse will be open all weekend for people to pop in for a cup of tea and a chat. We think of Alfie's family this weekend
and we offer our sincere condolences to all his family and friends. Funerals details to follow on rip.ie.  Below is a bio of Alfie Howley which
was wrote by Dave Henry and will feature in the clubs history future publication. 

Alfie Howley came from Clare and moved to Galway in 1961. He played for Kilfenora  GAA club in both football and hurling. Howley
attended secondary school at St. Flanann’s College and won the Munster Senior College final in  1959. They defeated a fancied St. Joseph’s
Fairview school which included seven Dublin county minor players and among these was the great Des Foley. Howley moved into
Renmore in 1961 and worked with McInerny’s. He played with Father Griffins GAA club at the time and won two county senior titles in
1967 and 1970. “We beat Milltown in 1967  and I was fortunate enough to score the winning goal”. While playing with Griffins, Howley got
involved in Renmore GAA when Fr. Dermody approached him. “He asked me would I give him a hand in forming a club. Numbers were
not great at the time he said, but overtime it would become a big club”.  Renmore GAA club  was formed in 1973. “My initial involvement
at juvenile level was in 1978, when I coached my son, Padraic’s age group. At the first training session, we thought that we would have
only ten players but we had around twenty five that showed up from the area.  People such as Frank Loughnane, Pat Houlihan, John Leen
and Gerry Mahoney all helped out”. Howley mentioned that team played in Community games  and played local matches at U8 and U10
level against their rivals Mervue GAA. “Pa Grealish was a great person and always facilitated us. We defeated Mervue in a City league final
and we knew that we had a good team in the making. Mervue were a strong team and we had some great matches over the years. We beat
them in a Féile final in 1986. We beat them in a replay in Renmore. Mike O’Neill was over their team at the time. We were great friends and
rivals. We beat Ballybum in semis and lost to Nemo Rangers 2-6 to 1-7 having lost our full back due to injury. David Beagley sustained a
broken hand. Furthermore, we won an U14 hurling title that same year. There was lots of dual players playing, twelve in total . Mervue
beat us in the U16 semi-final and we lost the Minor A Championship final in 1990 to Mervue. In the build-up to this fixture, Joe McDonagh
said that the sides weren’t going down to Tuam for the day out. We missed a lot of scoring opportunities that day. That same day, Salthill
beat Corofin in the senior final. Overall city football was becoming strong”. 

Howley was involved in all aspects of the club including Community games , City Leagues,  Going to schools games coaching and
fundraising. He mentioned that he loved watching his son Padraic play. “He was a very good player, he could kick from both feet and I
loved going to the games. We had good committees and had too many nights out in the Sacre Coeur Hotel. The best moment was the
formation of Renmore and Mervue GAA Clubs. It was an exciting time and seeing the lads playing for the club and county was a great
achievement. It brought people together. People got know each other. Myself and Mike O’Neill RIP became great friends”.   We all have
fond memories of Alfie and we will hear stories about him over the coming days. 

Rest in Peace Alfie

RIP ALFIE HOWLEYRIP ALFIE HOWLEY

ARTICLE FROM THE MORNING OF ALFIE’S PASSING 26/08/2023 ARTICLE FROM THE MORNING OF ALFIE’S PASSING 26/08/2023 



ALFIE SMILES AS JIMMIES WINALFIE SMILES AS JIMMIES WIN
“This one is for Alfie Howley”, captain Liam Murphy of  the St. James’ U13 team said as he
lifted the under 13 ‘A’  county title aloft in Pearse Stadium. Howley, was the U13 biggest
supporter up until his untimely passing last month.

St James U13 ‘A’ footballers won the county A championship final last week for the fourth
time. Prior to the merger, Renmore won the title in 1986 and Mervue claimed the cup in
1987. Padraic Howley captained the Renmore team in 1986 and many players on the Mervue
team had family connections with the current winners; including Kenneth Scanlon and club
coaches Pat Crowley and Peter Mulrooney.

In 2018, St. James’ won the title defeating Salthill Knocknacarra by the smallest of margins.
The club won this significant title in Pearse Stadium last Friday evening after an exciting
contest against a much touted Oranmore/Maree side .St James’ had defeated Caherlistrane in
the semi-final and Oranmore had accounted for Corofin to set up this eagerly awaited contest.
There was no let-up in proceedings from the off with St James’ starting at a ferocious pace
befitting of a final. Oisín Scanlon, Conor Conneely and Alan Corcoran were particularly
potent up front for the Jimmies and registered key scores to race into a 4.0 lead. Oranmore
settled and came back into proceedings with scores from David Casserly, Ronan Keating and
the impressive Harry Glynn. The pace was frenetic with neither side giving an inch. St
James’ were the better side in the opening half and deservedly went in 3 points to the good at
half time.
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There was rest in the second half. Oisín Scanlon who had an excellent final overall scored a
fantastic goal at the start of the second half to push the James&#39;s lads further ahead only for
them to be pegged back once more by a tonic Oranmore goal in reply. The game ebbed and
flowed at this juncture with Oranmore staying in touch. But in the championship quarter St
James really began to show their quality. Scanlon again adding to his personal tally with
some sublime scores. Oranmore were starting to struggle to gain a platform at midfield at this
point and when Chris Fitzpatrick scored a goal after a sweeping St James move the game was
all but over with 5 minutes left on the clock. Oranmore continued to press but found it hard
against a resolute St. James’ defence. The referee, Muiris MacGearailt sounded the final
whistle and the St. James’ lads could celebrate. All in all they deserved the victory.
Liam Murphy the St James’ captain accepted the cup from Coiste na nÓg chairman Michael
Ryder to rapturous applause. It was particularly poignant when Liam mentioned Alfie
Howley the recently deceased club stalwart in his victory speech. The Jimmies had great
performances in every line of the field. None more so than Niall McHugh who was imperious
at full back marking Oranmore talisman Ronan Keating . McHugh was ably assisted by Dara
McGrath and Evan Dilleen. In the half back line, Ryan Connolly who received the player of
the match award had an outstanding evening with Alex Nolan, Finn O’Reilly and sub James
Freeman also contributing handsomely. In midfield, Liam Kelly and Finn Lynagh worked
extremely hard. In the half forward line, Alan Corcoran with 3 points, Liam Murphy with
some excellent assists and Jamie de Paor who scored a crucial second half point were
important to the cause all day. In the full forward line Oisín Scanlon with a personal tally of
2.5, Conor Conneely and Mark Allnutt all played a significant part in the victory. 
Goal Keeper Evan Molloy was outstanding from start to finsh and must be credited for his
performance. Subs also played their part like Tony O’ Brien and Oisín Gorham.
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Pictured are members of the U13 A Team and their supporters with
club senior players Johnny Duane & Paul Conroy  after the final with

the cup in the clubhouse.
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U12 TEAMS REFLECT ON A GREAT YEARU12 TEAMS REFLECT ON A GREAT YEAR

“For the first time in the history of the club, the Jimmies fielded three teams at u12 level in the development
leagues. The A team was made up mainly of u12 players with a handful of u11 players, likewise for the B team,
while the C was made up exclusively of u11 players. The 3 teams had very productive and successful seasons.

The A team won 3 games and lost 1 to a strong Oranmore side in the group, they met Oranmore again away in
the final, losing 3-9 to 3-7. The game was a very high standard with the Jimmys finishing like a train and were just

denied. Overall, the management were delighted with progress, some of the kick passing and football played
was beautiful to watch.

The B team lost their first 3 games in the group but won their last 2 to come third in the group, this meant a plate
final at home to Barna. In an epic contest in Mervue, the Jimmys prevailed against a good Barna side, the

improvement in this group since the first game was immense and the lads deserved their victory, with skipper
Colm Perry lifting the cup on a beautiful Sunday morning in Mervue.

The C team were also brilliant in the group stages, winning 3 and losing 2. The games they lost were against a
Loughrea side far too strong for the division and a narrow loss also to Corofin. They did however finish second in
the group which meant they had to travel to Loughrea for the final. Whilst Loughrea proved too physical on the
day, our lads demonstrated no end of skill throughout the campaign and being eligible for u12 next year, they

will no doubt have learned from the experience.

Whilst the development league was a big part of the season, we also had a trip to the dome early in the year,
numerous trainings and challenges throughout the year and plan to finish the season with an introduction to

S&C. Bring on 2024!!! Thanks to all the u11/u12 coaches for their assistance all year – there are approx. 10
coaches involved with these age groups, too many to name but they know who are and are doing a tremendous

job”.
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day, our lads demonstrated no end of skill throughout the campaign and being eligible for u12 next year, they

will no doubt have learned from the experience.

Whilst the development league was a big part of the season, we also had a trip to the dome early in the year,
numerous trainings and challenges throughout the year and plan to finish the season with an introduction to
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A WORD FROM HEAD COACH ALAN O’DONNELLA WORD FROM HEAD COACH ALAN O’DONNELL



This group of players are
coached by head coaches
Eoin Concannon, Olga
Concar Murphy & Dave
Henry. Their season will
conclude next weekend for
Haloween.They have been
training consistently since
March every Saturday at
the academy .Lots to come
from this group in the
future no doubt.

A TEAM ON THE RISE - JIMMIES U6A TEAM ON THE RISE - JIMMIES U6
MERVUEMERVUE



Win a Magical Family Trip to Lapland this Christmas

with St. James' GAA

St. James GAA, a community-centric GAA club, is thrilled to announce their upcoming fundraiser, the opportunity
for a family of two adults and two children to experience the magic of Lapland this Christmas valued at €6000.

This extraordinary experience to make unforgettable family memories, includes flights and accommodation, will
take place from December 21st to December 23rd, offering the winning family a unique chance to celebrate
Christmas in one of the most enchanting destinations in the world.

Club Chairman, Jimmy Newell, said, "We hope that our members and the wider community get behind our big
fundraiser this year. The Lapland giveaway is a fantastic way of raising much-needed funds for the club as well as
giving a lucky family a trip of a lifetime. For €20, someone is going to have a very festive run into Christmas."

St. James GAA Club, with their clubhouse in Mervue, covers the parishes of Renmore (including Roscam &
Rosshill), Mervue, Ballybane (including Ballybrit), and Good Shepherd Parish (Doughiska). The east-side of the city
club has had many successes over the years and with funding they hope to continue their grassroot developments
starting from their underage players all the way up to their senior teams.

Tickets are priced at €20 for one ticket, with package deals of 3 tickets for €50 and 7 tickets for €100, giving
everyone a chance to participate and win.

Tickets can be purchased through authorised St. James GAA representatives, on Eventbrite.ie
(https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/win-a-trip-to-lapland-for-a-family-of-4-tickets-710952176097?aff=ebdssbdestsearch)
or through our official website stjamesgaa.ie

The raffle draw will come to a close on November 26th at midday. The live draw will take place at the St. James
GAA Clubhouse on November 27th at 6 pm.

Terms and conditions apply.
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